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We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Sunday Worship In-person and online 
8am & 10am Newtown United Methodist Church

Please lift in prayer…

Dan Collins, victim of a 
massive stroke, and 
especially his family as 
they prepare to take him 
off life support

Ongoing prayers for…
 
Sandy Venitelli’s sister in 
law Virginia ill with 
Covid; Vernice’s son 
Charles; Mary Ellen; 
Fran; Christian Wenis' 
mom; Peggy; Pam; Harry 
Waterbury’s family

and…  
all those impacted by the 
mass shootings in CA and  
those who continue to 
suffer from the effects of 
violence in our world. As 
the days get longer and 
brighter, so may our hope 
for a safer, brighter 
tomorrow.              
                      
                            
             

FROM YOUR PASTOR

T h e  E v a n g e l  February 2023 

During worship in Lent I will be doing a sermon series on 
the Gospel of Luke, tying it into the small group study 
using Adam Hamilton's Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, 
Outcasts and Outlaws.

Each of the four Gospels offers its own perspective on 
the mission of Jesus. Luke seems to go out of his way to show Jesus' affinity 
for "the least, the last and the lost." * Women, Samaritans, those who are 
ill and struggling to find their way - all find great acceptance in Christ, and 
disciples find in that Gospel a pattern for our own ministry.

Possibly, because I am a woman, I have always found Luke's orientation 
towards equality and inclusion appealing. I recognize that many of us 
middle class Christians who have not experienced great upheaval or 
exclusion do not identify with being "the least, the last and the lost" and 
yet I suspect if we thought about it, we would acknowledge that none of us 
is a stranger to lostness.

Maybe we have never cheated people like Zacchaeus, abandoned our 
family like the prodigal son, or suffered from life-changing illness like the 
leper.

Or maybe we have.

But I bet we have all, at some point, felt unmoored because the direction 
we thought our life would take did not materialize; or out in the world on 
our own because the person closest to us died. Or perhaps the old belief 
systems we have clung to no longer work. We know God is with us, but 
struggle to know where God is leading us in this not-always brave, new 
world.

The Gospel of Luke meets us where we are - it meets every person where 
they are - and assures us that none of us is out of the reach of God's grace.

If you are seeking Christ or seeking a deeper relationship with him or 
seeking a new direction in your life, I encourage you to join in the small 
group experience, Tuesday evenings beginning February 28. No prior 
Biblical or theological knowledge is assumed. All are welcome and no 
judgments are ever made!

And of course I hope to see you on Sundays.

Grace and peace,

Lori 
* DISCIPLE Bible Study, Gospel of Luke, 1989

Prayer Requests
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We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Pastor Lori’s Schedule 

Boy Scout Sunday 

Pastor Lori will leave for 
Miami on Monday, Feb 6 & 
return Friday Feb 17.

While away, a few of the 
Parish pastors will provide 
emergency coverage. Their 
contact information will be 
available through the office, 
Pastor Lori’s outgoing 
voicemail as well as her email 
the preceding week.

Judy Lang, a certified lay 
speaker, will preach and lead 
worship on Sunday Feb 12. 
Our schedule that morning 
will be normal: worship at 8 
am and 10 am, both services 
hybrid.

Special thanks to both Judy & Jaret

Ash Wednesday, Feb 22 

Two opportunities offered to mark the beginning of Lent:

6am to 9am - Open ashes
Pastor Lori will be present for individual prayer and the 
imposition of ashes

7 pm - Worship
A simple service including scripture, music and the 
imposition of ashes

Lenten Small Group 

This season’s small group features Adam Hamilton’s book, 
Luke: Jesus and the Outsiders, Outcasts and Outlaws. Strong 
language, but an accurate portrayal of the Gospel most 
concerned with those who are or feel excluded by society. 
We will meet on seven Tuesday evenings, February 28 
through April 11 from 7 to 8:30 pm in the Betts and on 
Zoom. Please obtain a participant book at Cokesbury or 
Amazon.
                                             

Lenten Worship 

During the six Sundays of Lent, Feb 29 - April 2, worship 
will utilize the same study/theme as explored by Hamilton, 
enhanced with scriptures from Luke along with special 
music and drama.

WE ARE LIVE!

Boy Scout Sunday will be 
held on Sunday, February 
26. We will welcome 
members and leaders of 
our Troop 370! Please be 
present to greet them in 
worship and thank them 
for the work they do 
sprucing-up our property 
and engaging in projects 
that enhance NUMC. (For 
example, an Eagle Scout 

LENT BEGINS!

Say goodbye to stamps and licking envelopes! Giving opportunities 
are now available online at numc.us! Sunday Morning Giving, 
Altar Flowers, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund and Memorial 
Contributions & Bricks will be accessible on an ongoing basis, but 
others (think Mission & Outreach 
opportunities and holiday flowers) will be 
available as needed for special 
programming. 

Click on the link to the right or check us 
out on the homepage of numc.us. 

G I V E  N OW !

https://www.cokesbury.com/Luke-5
https://www.amazon.com/Luke-Jesus-Outsiders-Outcasts-Outlaws/dp/1791025048
http://numc.us
http://numc.us
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z89X/home


3

A      NOTE FROM YOUR MINISTER OF MUSIC

Looking Ahead 

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

March Evangel 
Deadline

February  22 

It’s never too early to 
make submissions!

Coffee &  ConversationCoffee and Conversation is taking a break in Feb & March. Look for information in April’s Evangel on when we will resume.

February is a month for love. Consider recognizing some special and 
fill the sanctuary with the beauty and scent of fresh 
flowers (suggested donation of $45); or celebrate a special 
occasion by hosting coffee hour. Both are beginning to 
fill up but there is always room for more. 

Remember, all of our sign-ups as well as our new online altar flower 
payment option can be found on the homepage at numc.us.

Additionally, having had a taste of it in the fall, we would like to 
formally resume greeters at both services to welcome folks, hand out 
bulletins and answer questions. If you are willing to serve, please 
email the church office. A coordinator is needed, but Rae will help by 
establishing an online sign-up.

Fellowship Hour (volunteer to host)
Altar Flowers (recognize or celebrate a loved one or occasion)

Worship Volunteers (great ways to get involved!)
Online Giving (so convenient!)

Y O U ’ R E  I N V I T E D !

Our choir is rehearsing again on Thursday nights and 
we would love to have you join us! No auditions 
required! 

In the words of a hymn by Brian Wren: 
"Lord God, your love has called us here, as we, by love, 
for love were made; your living likeness still we bear, 
though marred, dishonored, disobeyed; we come, with all our heart 
and mind, your call to hear, your love to find."  

Is God calling YOU to lift your voice in song? You will be welcomed 
in the choir room, Thursday nights at 7 pm for an
hour of fellowship, fun, and joy! We know you'll be glad you came!

Blessings, 

Sue

Dorothy Day House
Meal Prep

Sunday, March 26

Our confirmation class is 
leading the way in re-
establishing a connection 
with this feeding ministry. 
We will gather in the 
kitchen at church at 1 pm 
to prepare food. What is 
most needed is donations 
of food items in advance. 
Please be on the lookout 
for the list which will be 
distributed closer to the 
March 26th date.

A NYC Field Trip
Sunday, April 23

The confirmation class is 
taking a field trip to John 
Street UMC in New York 
City, the oldest 
continuing Methodist 
congregation in the 
United States. We’re 
taking the opportunity to 
"worship out" and learn 
some interesting facts 
about early Methodism as 
we view artifacts from the 
first congregations who 
gathered in the mid 
1700’s. All are invited and 
encouraged to join us on 
this field trip! 

Please let Pastor Lori know if 
you are interested in 
attending!

FELLOWSHIP, FLOWERS & MORE

mailto:Lori.Miller@nyac-umc.com?subject=Field%20Trip
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sI5MrXQq93Z7txJGCDlPrLU2R7i80S1Z_5MZggY9iyQ/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HBV0PORoNgSkWpzPWTd48BkQhuckVC80SoprZog-t1k/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lKedzferQoLvB2Qg-xQkRBH1drWCl6xseS7V6iW4Qvk/edit#gid=0
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z89X/home
http://numc.us
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org?subject=Greeter
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Curbside Dinner 

Mission & Outreach 

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

In conversation with a parishioner this fall, the question was raised of what 
exactly is "the Pastor's Discretionary Fund"?

Each communion Sunday, baskets are placed by the altar rail for 
contributions; in addition, there is the occasional generous check in the 
mail. Many churches have such a fund so that needs brought confidentially 
to the pastor can be addressed without public appeal.

But what is the money used for?

Here at NUMC the largest bulk of funds is used to buy grocery and gift 
cards for people in this community. Help has also been given towards 
heating oil; and, on rare occasions, a month's rent when someone was faced 
with eviction. Locally, the Fund has also been used to help a parishioner buy 
Christmas gifts for their children; gifts cards to Target and Walmart have 
also been provided to community residents for the same purpose.

Help extended to members of this church include:
• monthly extermination services to control a very bad pest problem
• assistance towards needed medications
• assistance towards one month of a car loan
• Camperships for Family Camp at Camp Quinipet

Some years nominal donations have been made to CT Veterans Association 
and the Danbury Police Department's Police Explorers unit for youth. 

During the pandemic when we were not in person to present individual 
gifts, the Nominating Committee made a donation to the United Methodist 
Home in Shelton in honor of our "retiring" committee members; half of that 
donation came from the Discretionary Fund.

When we responded to the appeal for help following the terrible fire in the 
Bronx in the fall of 2021, funds from the Discretionary Fund were used to 
buy household supplies, and part of our initial contribution to Newtown's 
Interfaith Partnership for Refugee Resettlement came from the Fund, with 
the other part coming from the Mission and Outreach account.

Currently, there is about $2,362 in the Fund, held at the Newtown Savings 
Bank. In addition, I keep a couple of hundred dollars in cash - mainly to buy 
gift cards at Big Y or Mobil Gas when needed. The Discretionary Fund is 
audited as part of the regular church audit.

If you have further questions about this - or about the needs we face in the 
community - don’t hesitate to reach out

With great thanks to all who contribute to this Fund. You are doing a 
lot of good. 

Lori

A SPOTLIGHT… on the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund

Mark you calendars now 
for our next Curbside 
Dinner…

Corned Beef & Cabbage! 

Orders will be due 
Monday, March 6 with 
pick-up on Saturday, 
March 11. 

Details will be shared 
online and in the Sunday 
morning bulletins closer 
to the date.

Mission & Outreach is 
beginning preparations for a 
“Victorian Tea.” A little 
spring fellowship and a 
wonderful opportunity to 
invite members from the 
surrounding community back 
into Rauner Hall. Be on the 
lookout for more 
information in the March 
evangel, but for now Save 
The Date, April 29th!
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We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Help Needed! MEMBERSHIP ROLLS & MAINTENANCE

Carl & Suzanne Baumann
Christopher Bray
Erica Bray
Chris Evans
Joseph & Wendy 
Harrington
Grunde & Beth Haugeto
Su Katzenjammer
John Modleski
John Mueller
Robert Nardozzi
Dave Parrullo
Lindsay Raymond
Rebecca Reisenberg
Sylvia Sarver
Ann Terrill
Nyah Vasques
Tony Verlezza
Karen Ward

Adam & Cheri Bisson
Leigh, Tyler & Jeremy Cappiello
Hector Chacon
Susan, Kyle & Kelly Coney
Eric Craig
Scott, Jill, Ashleigh & Colin 
Crawford
Margaret Daley
Marjorie Dilworth
Cameron Eiseman
Don Emond
Linda Fiorey
Susan Gouveia
Charline Grafton
Thomas Harrison
Brent & Melissa Hazzard
Greg Hilgert
Jeanne & Neil Johnson
Chris & Erica Keane
James Keegan
Chuck Kinney
Ann La Cava
David Lapp
Joanne Latham
Aaron & Nicholas Mambrino
Romah McKenzie
Rick, Shannon & Timothy Perry

Lawrence Petershack
Karen K. Pineman
Carol & Robert Powell
Justin, Kimberly, Lori & Raymond 
Randall
Lucia Riviere
Diane, Kristen & Megan 
Rockwell
Jackson Rodriguez
Beth Rolfe
Katherine Sault
Sandra Schroeder
Cheri Schutt
R. Scott
Janet Lucille Smith
Leland & Nancy Snow
Joseph Somma
Nelson, Rhoda & Sylvia 
Tamakloe
Ashley & David Thiery
Kathelene Tobin
Lexi Tobin
Nancy Whittemore
Kavin Yacko

We have no contact 
information for the 
following people listed 
in our Membership 
database. If you know 
any of the people listed 
below, please reach out 
to the church office. 

We have contact information for the following families or 
individuals; however, it is no longer valid. Inquires were 
mailed last January to “check in” and try and connect, but 
the letters were returned as undeliverable. If you know any of 
the individuals listed, especially how to reach them, please 
contact the church office and let us know.

We are currently in the process of updating our Membership 
database that houses contact information for church members, 
frequent visitors, community contacts as well as those who support 
us financially. This process began in the fall of 2021 and is ongoing. 

Over the past year we have been unable to locate any of the 
individuals listed on this page and are listing their names here in 
the hopes that you can help. 

mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
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Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

Newtown United Methodist Church 
92 Church Hill Rd, 

Sandy Hook, CT   06482 
203.426.9998 

churchoffice@newtown-umc.org 
numc.us

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Church Staff
Rev. Lori R. Miller, Pastor 

Rev. E. Sue Klein, Deacon & Minister of Music 
Diane Fuchs, Director, Wesley Learning Center 

Rae Steare, Office Assistant 

2/1 Ernesto & Wendy 🥂
Leon-Gambetta

2/2 Michael Rambone
2/5 Jessica James
2/6 William Burns 🎉

Mel Kawakami
2/7 Jason & Susan Horn 🥂
2/9 Matthew Carlson
2/10 Susan Chung

PJ Yochum
2/11 John DeFrance
2/12 Lindsay Hoyt

Henry Lynch
Julia Pellicone 🎉  

2/13 Sandy Brown
2/14 Daniel Sibley

Danielle Springmeyer
2/16 Anna Pinckney
2/17 Connor Marlin
2/21 Brad Paynter
2/22 Nancy Chung 🎉

Joe Tani 🎉 (Wow!)

2/23 Jesse Cox
Ryan Horn

2/25 Lisa Masella
2/26 Emily Benkovich
2/27 Kristie Genc

The cold winter days keep us mostly indoors in 
February, but there is still a lot of fun to be 
had at WLC!

We will celebrate Valentine’s Day, of course, 
and are just starting to plan for a couple of 
spring initiatives… a community service project along with a 
joint Easter Egg hunt with the church. If anyone has any 
plastic eggs they’d like to donate, please contact the church 
office.

Registration is ongoing for the 2023-34 school year, with the 
following openings:

• A few spots in our Twos program on Wednesday & 
Friday

• Plenty of openings in the Threes’ room

• Extended day in our Fours’ program is full, but we 
do have a few spots remaining in the regular day 
program.

If you know of anyone who may be interested in a preschool 
program, please have them reach out… sooner rather than 
later!

Diane Fuchs 
Director, Wesley Learning Center, a NAEYC accredited program for 
children ages 2 to 6.
wesleyfuchs@gmail.com 
203.426.61

NEWS FROM YOUR PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

bye-bye 
teenage years!

welcome to 
adulthood!

bye- bye teenage years!

mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
mailto:wesleyfusch@gmail.com
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
http://numc.us
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