Sunday Worship In-person and online
9am

Newtown United Methodist Church
We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

The Evangel
Prayer Concerns
Please lift in prayer…
Stephanie Monsanto and
family on the passing of
Art; the Thornton family
on the passing of Kathy
Ongoing prayers for
the Poole family, Peggy
Ann and family; Susan
Kalbaugh and family
and…
Lynn still in the hospital;
Rob K; Laura Hewitt;
Louis; Simona; and Joe
and… continued prayers
for all those caught up in
tragedy and disaster as
well as travel mercies for
those away from home.

July/Aug 2022

FROM YOUR PASTOR
In the June Evangel I shared a little about our Annual
Conference's new emphasis on COOPERATIVE PARISHES.
Here in Newtown we are part of the WESTERN
FRONTIER COOPERATIVE PARISH which also includes
the United Methodist churches of Gaylordsville, New
Fairfield, Bethel, Danbury and West Redding.
What began three years ago as a pumped-up cluster model in which the
pastors met regularly, oﬀered support to one another and tried to plan
cooperative programs, is now a necessary structure for ministry. Due to a
severe clergy shortage, there are not enough pastors to cover all the
churches, and although diﬀerent parishes across the Conference
experience it diﬀerently, we will all need to share more ministry.
In our Cooperative Parish, Gaylordsville does not have a pastor for the
2022-2023 appointment year. Pastors John Parille (Bethel), Ed Dayton
(New Milford) and I will provide pastoral support to that congregation
through leading worship and celebrating communion and oﬀering
pastoral care in times of need. More specifically, I will preach and
celebrate communion at Gaylordsville on Sunday, August 7, following our
worship service here at NUMC.
Beginning in September, a Parish Council including pastors and one lay
person from each congregation will meet regularly to discern ways we can
be in ministry together. For example: I will oﬀer Confirmation again in the fall.
What are ways the other 6 churches could join in that? On the other hand, we have
talked for a long time about strengthening our youth ministry. How could NUMC
benefit from other churches that have more kids or a youth director? What about a
joint Bible study? A joint choir or music group? Pulpit swaps?
Although this is a new thing and although we all - pastors included - tend
to think in terms of "my" church, the necessity of the parishes may open
up new and very rich possibilities for ministry!
Please stay engaged with this
process - I will share new info
every month as well as
information coming from the
Parish and District.
As always, I am tremendously
grateful for your support of
Christ's work.

Lori
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Labor Day Weekend!

WORSHIP
Sunday, September 4, we
will be up on the
parsonage lawn at 9am.
Following worship you are
invited to stay for a time
of refreshments.
Please make sure to bring
a lawn chair and wear
comfortable clothing!
In the case of rain, both
worship and fellowship
will be at church.

THE NEWTOWN
LABOR DAY
PARADE
The Newtown Labor Day
parade returns this year and
NUMC is registered to
participate! More details
will be forthcoming, but
the lineup is scheduled to
start at 8am on Monday,
September 5th.
We are seeking marchers as
well as candy to throw out
to the viewers. This is a
wonderful tradition for
NUMC and our
community! Please let Rae
in the oﬃce know if you
can help in any way.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE SESSION UPDATE
JUNE 22-26
The New York Annual Conference met remotely this spring. Bishop
Thoms Bickerton presided. Although the zoom format kept business to a
minimum, all necessary items were covered. (An exception to that was
the budget and report of the Nominating committee, which will both be
presented at a special session on Saturday, September 24.)
SOME OF THE HIGHLIGHTS:
•

An address by Bishop Bickerton in which he addressed at length
both the new emphasis on cooperative parishes and the impending
denominational separation. May 1 marked the oﬃcial launch of the
Global Methodist Church, a traditionalist Methodist expression.
The GMA formed despite the delay of the General Conference,
though the lack of formal legislation approving the split has
impacted the number of churches leaving the UMC, especially in the
Northeast. According to the Bishop, no church in the New York
Annual Conference has yet made an application to leave.

•

Legislative sections met and covered all reports and petitions made
to the Conference.

•

The Corporate session included reports by our Conference Board of
Trustees and Chancellor. Much relief was expressed about the
settlement with the Boy Scouts of America. Several church closings
and mergers were approved.

•

The reading of appointments in all districts - to local churches as
well as to the Parishes.

•

The recognition of all those retiring.

•

The annual Memorial service holding up all clergy, spouses, widows,
widowers and children who have died in the past year.

Then, on Sunday afternoon at Memorial Church in White Plains, 8 men
and women were ordained and 6 commissioned into the ministry of Jesus
Christ. While the small numbers speak of the issues confronting us as a
conference and denomination, the mood in the church was all joy!

NUMC is represented at annual conference
by Pastor Lori, Susan Kalbaugh & Arthur Samuelson
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Noteworthy NEWS!

CONFIRMATION
A new class of
ted
confirmands is anticipa
s
to start this fall. Session
in
uth
yo
to
d
will be oﬀere
g
nin
gin
grades 8 and up be
in October. Please let
Pastor Lori know if you
are interested.

WORSHIP
SCHEDULE
As those of you who
worship with us know, we
moved this summer to 1
service at 9am. This is a
hybrid service, meaning
we worship in person but
also online via zoom and
Facebook Live.
As of this writing (July
22) conversation is
underway about keeping
the 1 service in place
moving into the fall. We
will try it provisionally
until Christmas at which
time the WORSHIP
COMMITTEE will
evaluate the time and
structure of worship
again.
Please stay tuned to the
September Evangel for
confirmation of this and
for more of the rationale
for keeping the schedule
as is.

A NEW NUMC DIRECTORY… has arrived!
We have a new online directory (with a few printed copies
available in the narthex) available on the homepage at numc.us.
Since our website does not have user accounts & passwords, the
directory has its own password that is required in order to access.
Simply send me a quick email and I’ll let you in on the secret!
Also, please take a moment to review your family information. If
you see anything that needs to be updated (for you or someone else),
please let us know! Since the directory is online, the plan is to
update as often as needed so that we remain current!
Enjoy! and let know if you have any questions!

Rae

TRUSTEE NEWS

Septem
ber Eva
Deadlin ngel
e
Aug 22n
d
It’s nev
er too e
arly to
submit
your
inform
ation!

Property Updates
The Trustees approved a proposal from AMERICAN
CONTRACTING to repair and repave parts of the church
parking lot & parsonage driveway. Work began on July 21st!
Additional summer plans include: concrete repair at WLC
& a few trees to be removed from the parsonage property.
We are so grateful to make these much needed improvements
to the church grounds!
For Your Use
The family of the late Connie Watkins donated a newer
wheelchair which replaces two older models. Please note
that the new wheelchair is stored under the narthex stairs
and is available for anyone who needs assistance while at
church. The older models have been donated so they could
be passed on to others.
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A

Curbside Dinner

We have a lot of hymnals in the choir room
which have been replaced with new ones as
they are in need of repair. If anyone would like
to have one for online
worship, they are available in
the narthex. Feel free to take
one (or more) home with you!

Mark your calendar for
a Pulled Pork Dinner!
Saturday, August 20th
4-7pm
Menu
Plain Pulled Pork OR
BBQ Pulled Pork
Mac & Cheese
Coleslaw
Sandwich Roll
& Dessert

Additionally, while the choir will continue to
perform, both this summer and into the fall at 9am., we
always love incorporating special music. If you have a musical
talent you would like to share, just give me a call and we can
get something scheduled!

Pricing
Adults $17
Seniors 62 & older $16
Contact Candice Rothe
no later than Monday,
August 15th @
203-217-9732

Pastor Lori’s Schedule

Pastor Lori & John will be
away visiting family in SC ( &
taking in Memphis, TN)
from Monday, Aug. 8 through
Thursday, Aug. 25.
Worship on Sunday, Aug. 14
and 21 will continue to be
hybrid at 9am. On Aug. 14,
lay speaker Mary Brevigleiri
will return and on Aug. 21,
retired pastor Rev. Eric Fjeldal
will preach.
Pastors from the Parish will
provide coverage in case of
an emergency. Contact
information is available
through oﬃce voicemail and
SPR chair, Vikki Carlson.

NOTE FROM YOUR MINISTER OF MUSIC

Sue
203-942-3843
MEMORIALS COMMITTEE
For those interested in purchasing a brick for the BrickWalkway in
the front of our church, the price is now $40 instead of $50. Each
inscription must be no more than 3 lines with 13 characters per line
(including spaces and punctuation).
You may contact Debbie Stakel at 203.426 .2336 or
debbiestakel@yahoo.com for more information or to place an
order.

2022

GRADUATE Additions & Corrections…

•

Rick & Beverly Clark’s child, Gabriel Winter Clark,
graduated from Carnegie-Mellon with a Masters in
Education Technology and Applied Learning Science.
They previously graduated from NHS (2014) and summa cum
laude from Binghamton University, Harpur College, with a dual
major, BS in Comparative Political Sociology and in Philosophy
(2018).

•

Dick Kovacs’ granddaughter, Tierney Kovacs, graduated Summa Cum
Laude from Bentley University with a degree in Economics.

•

Debbie & Ron Nemec’s son, Ronnie Nemec, graduated from Cornell
University. Ronnie plans to apply to medical school in the future, but
has currently accepted an internship position at MA General
Hospital in Boston.
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Study Groups

COMMUNITY NEWS

BIBLE STUDY
Wednesday afternoon Bible
study resumes Wednesday,
September 7 at 1pm via
zoom. Our topic is "Stories
of the Bible”
Rather than reading through
an entire book we will focus
on some of the main
characters of Old Testament
stories, particularly Ruth and
Daniel.
No previous knowledge of
scripture is required, and
newcomers are always
welcome and encouraged!

SMALL GROUP
STUDY
Tuesday small group
studies will begin in
September. Stay tuned
to Pastor Lori’s eBlasts
for the exact date and
subject… which are both
TBD!

FELLOWSHIP is a big part of our United Methodist
traditions and we want to see you!

Church Office Hours

We continue to have
irregular office hours
throughout the summer.
Please give us a call prior
to stopping by… just in
case!

Please consider signing up for refreshments after worship. No
coﬀee service needed, just a cold beverage and a nosh.
We need folks for Sunday,
July 31, August 14 & August 21.
COFFEE &
CONVERSATION

Join US! If you weren’t able to
make it in July, mark your calendars
now for the 2nd Tuesday in August.
The next meeting will take place on
August 9th at 9:30 in the Bett’s

Please take a moment &
sign-up online!
All women are invited… just
grab your Dunkin’, Starbucks or
home-brew and join us for coﬀee
and conversation! Questions?
Reach out to the church office.
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NEWS FROM YOUR PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR
Birthdays &
Anniversaries
July
7/2
7/3
7/9
7/13
7/14
7/15

7/16
7/17
7/19
7/20
7/21
7/24
7/25
7/26
7/27
7/28
7/31

elated to
Happy b
ho
those w
July!
in
d
te
ra
celeb

Ken Carlson
Raul Oliveira
Richard Perry It’s a big one!
Christian Wenis
Bill & Maria Van Gieson 🥂
Barb Sibley
Jaret Lynch
Jay Thomas
Christopher Wynings
Don Singer
Catherine Wiesman It’s a big one!
Gren Paynter Cheers to 21!
Mary Wynings
Claire Miles
Trista Budd
Jon Christensen
Linda Jones
Kathy Blewett
Robyn Gaines
Charles & Sandra Plank 🥂
Barbara Bloom
Jan DePalo
William Manville
Ingrid McClay

Our year-end celebration at Castle Hill Farm
was a huge success and our summer camps
were a hit with both parents and kids alike.
Now summer is halfway done and we’re busy
planning for the fall!
I’ll leave you with the snapshot below…

Enjoy the warm weather and long days. Stay safe and enjoy the
remaining lazy days of summer!

August
8/2
8/3
8/6
8/8
8/10
8/17
8/17
8/18

8/19
8/21
8/22
8/23

8/25
8/29
8/30
8/31

Bob Rice
Steﬀan Burns It’s a milestone!
Matthew Holden Sweet 16!
Craig Carlson
Anna Wiedemann
Chris Plank
Barbara Brennan
Pastor Lori
Alex Kalbaugh
Travis McClay
Richard & Barbara Gaines 🥂
Alan & Kim Pearlman 🥂
Grace Clark
Rev Jane Sibley
Barbara Manville
Jenni Degenhardt
Chad Goodhue
Susan Kalbaugh
Al & Susan Miles 🥂
Jeﬀ & Lisa Johns 🥂
Jason DeFrance
Kathi Weller
Ryan Williams

Diane Fuchs

Director, Wesley Learning Center, a NAEYC
accredited program for children ages 2 to 6.
wesleyfuchs@gmail.com
203.426.61

Church Staff
Rev. Lori R. Miller, Pastor
Rev. E. Sue Klein, Deacon & Minister of Music
Diane Fuchs, Director, Wesley Learning Center
Rae Steare, Office Assistant
Newtown United Methodist Church, 92 Church Hill Rd,
Sandy Hook, CT 06482, 203.426.9998,
churchoffice@newtown-umc.org, numc.us
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