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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PASTOR

LOOKING AHEAD TO LENT
 Ash Wednesday, March 2, 2022 
As the name suggests, ashes are important 
to this day. In both the Jewish and Christian 
traditions ashes were imposed as a sign of repentance. They 
also serve as a sign of our mortality. We begin the holy season 
of Lent by remembering who we are and who we are not: we 
are not God and we turn away from our tendency to play 
God. Even as we humble ourselves and repent of our sin, we 
celebrate the love God has for us - unconditional love poured 
out for us in Jesus Christ, who lived and died for us. 

March 2 
6am - 9am The sanctuary will be open for individual 

prayer, reflection and the imposition of ashes.

7:30pm A simple service of prayer, scripture and ashes, 
in person and live streamed.

Prayer Concerns 

Please lift in prayer…
Ken Doersch & family 
following the death of Molly; 
Rev. Sue’s family on the loss 
of her nephew Steve; Linda 
& Steve Poole’s daughter 
Sarah & family on the 
passing of Sarah’s father in 
law, Roger.

Ongoing Prayers for…
the Corbitt family; Anne 
Sibley hospitalized with 
Covid; the Kalbaughs' niece 
Claire who has Covid; Sandy 
Venitelli’s friend Linda whose 
sister died; Izzy; Kathy 
Thornton now in rehab; 
Duane; Mary’s aunt & cousin 
recovering from Covid; Lisa 
Dietter on the anniversary of 
Ted’s passing.

and…
all those dealing with 
suffering and loss due to 
winter storms, tornadoes, 
fires, and more. During these 
cold & dark winter months, 
may we find strength and 
warmth in the promise of 
God’s everlasting love.

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Sunday Worship In-person and online 
8am & 10am Newtown United Methodist Church

2022 Pledges
This a reminder to anyone who has not submitted a pledge 
for 2022… please to do so as soon as possible! 
If you are continuing your pledge at the same rate as 2021, 
please respond to indicate that is your plan. (Of course increases 
are always welcome!) Last year we had 44 pledges - so far this 
year, only 31!
You may return your pledge card to the church office or you 
may email your intention to me at barks713@gmail.com. 
Please be prompt.

Thank you. 
Barb Sherman, 

mailto:barks713@gmail.com
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We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

A         NOTE FROM YOUR MINISTER OF MUSIC

Sing Ye Joyfully unto the Lord!

Choir rehearsals will resume on Feb. 3rd,
Thursdays at 7 pm in the choir room. All are 
invited… no auditions required!  
Music has sustained us through all these 
months, and will continue to be a powerful 
part of our worship services. Join us!

You are welcome and will be blessed!
Sue
CHURCH SCHOOL
The NUMC youth group is restarting our meetings beginning 
February 2, 2022. 
We are excited to offer this wonderful opportunity and 
encourage all middle & high school students to join us! 
The meetings will take place the 1st Wednesday of each month 
from 7-8pm in the Betts Conference Room. 
We look forward to seeing you soon & in-
person! Feel free to bring a friend!

Judy 

Save the Date! 

Evangel 
Deadline 

February 18th! 

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY 
Feb 13 at 10am 

Worship leaders and 
scouts from Troop 370 
will be present in 
worship as we honor 
the connection our 
church has as the 
chartering 
organization.

A NEW SMALL 
GROUP STUDY

Beginning Tuesday, 
March 1

The topic of this six-
week study is still 
being finalized, but we 
look forward to delving 
deeper into the events 
of Jesus' life, especially 
his last week. Stay 
tuned to Pastor Lori’s 
eblasts for additional 
information coming 
soon.

MEMORIALS COMMITTEE
It is with great pleasure that the Memorials Committee 
welcomes three new members: 

Sandy Plank, Lisa Sampson & Pam Lewis. 
We look forward to working with them as we strive to honor 
and memorialize our loved ones by beautifying our sanctuary 
and our church grounds. We welcome your input and appreciate 
your suggestions.
We are also happy to announce that our new Memorials 
webpage & updated brochures are now online. Printed 
brochures are now available in the narthex as well as the church 
office. 

Debbie Stakel, 
Memorials Chairperson

https://numc.us/memorials/
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We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries  

2/1 Ernesto & Wendy 🥂
Leon-Gambetta

2/2 Michael Rambone
2/5 Michaela Beaudry

Jessica James
2/6 William Burns

Mel Kawakami
2/7 Jennifer Samson Billet

Jason & Susan Horn 🥂
2/9 Matthew Carlson
2/10 Susan Chung

PJ Yochum
2/11 John DeFrance
2/12 Lindsay Hoyt

Henry Lynch Happy 13th! 🎉
Julia Pellicone

2/13 Sandy Brown
2/14 Daniel Sibley

Danielle Springmeyer
2/16 Anna Pinckney
2/17 Connor Marlin
2/22 Nancy Chung

Joe Tani
2/23 Jesse Cox

Ryan Horn
2/26 Emily Benkovich
2/27 Kristie Genc

MISSION & OUTREACH

Mission and Outreach was busy during  January. We 
supported UMCOR’s efforts for all those affected by the 
tornadoes in Kentucky & surrounding areas through cash 
donations. We also provided aid to the displaced families of 
the horrific fire in the Bronx through donations of toiletries, 
blankets, clothing, etc. 

Thank you to all who donated money and/or items. 
They are greatly appreciated.

We were also able to donate $200 to the Period Project, which 
supplies menstrual products to students at Danbury High 
School.

Coming in February is our Valentines for Veterans. Valentine 
cards as well as candy will be sent to our men and women in 
uniform through the Soldier’s Angels Organization. If you would 
like to participate, we are collecting cards, bought or hand 
made… and hard candy is welcome as well!

• An envelope is not necessary, but you can provide one if 
you prefer.

• A note inside the card would be appreciated, but please 
nothing political, religious, personal, or gender specific.

• You are welcome to include your name and a return address 
should the recipient choose to write back.

• Please include $1 per card to help Soldier’s Angels with 
shipping (cash or check made payable to NUMC with 
Soldiers’ Angels on the memo line of your check).

Our deadline is February 6th and there will be a box in the 
narthex for collection of the cards.

Thank you in advance for remembering and honoring all 
those who are in service to our country.

Lynette,
Missions & Outreach Chair
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Pastor Lori’s Schedule NEWS FROM YOUR PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

Welcome to the month of hearts and friendship! 

At Wesley Learning Center we will be learning 
about friendship and caring for others during 
February. Social and emotional learning is so 
important in the development of preschoolers, 
and we incorporate that into our daily 
routines.

We have started our registrations for classes for next 
fall. If you have little ones or know anyone with little 
ones, please call and set up a tour of our school. We 
would be happy to show parents around and let 

them know about the wonderful programs we offer. 
Hope to see you soon!

Diane Fuchs,
Director, Wesley Learning Center,
a NAEYC accredited program for children ages 2 through 6.
wesleyfuchs@gmail.com 
203.426.61

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Church Staff
Rev. Lori R. Miller, Pastor 

Rev. E. Sue Klein, Deacon & Minister of Music 
Diane Fuchs, Director, Wesley Learning Center 

Rae Steare, Office Assistant 

Newtown United Methodist Church 
92 Church Hill Rd, Sandy Hook, CT 06482 
phone: (203) 426-9998 
fax: (203) 426-0865 
email: churchoffice@newtown-umc.org 
website: http://numc.us

Tuesday and Wednesday 
Feb 1 & 2, Lori will be on 
all-day zooms with the 
Board of Ordained 
Ministry, participating in 
the annual Ordination 
evaluation. Routine 
emails and texts will be 
returned on Thursday, but 
in case of an emergency, 
please use her cell.

Monday, Feb 14 
through Friday 
Feb 25, Lori and 
John will be in 
Maui, Hawaii.

On Sunday, Feb 20, Mr 
Jerry Eyster will preach 
and lead worship at both 
services - the Sunday 
schedule should be the 
same as always.

If there is a pastoral 
emergency of all kind, 
coverage will be provided 
by Pastors Chris Yount, 
John Parille and Ed 
Dayton of the Western 
Frontier Parish. Their 
contact info will be 
available through the 
office and through SPR 
chair SuZanne Williams.

mailto:wesleyfusch@gmail.com
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
http://numc.us
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