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Prayer Concerns 

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Sunday Worship In-person and online 
8am & 10am Newtown United Methodist Church

Please lift in prayer…

the Wolf family on the 
passing of John; The 
Sibley family on the 
passing of Rev. Jane

Ongoing prayers for…

Dick Kovacs’ in laws, the 
Clavette family, on the 
passing of their matriarch; 
Christian Wenis' Mom 
having surgery; Bob 
Sibley; Sandy Brown's 
daughter Jennifer; Irene; 
Gary; Liz whose brother 
died; Tom Depalo; 
Annette; Tristan; Larry; 
Michael; Vickie
  
and… 
all those suffering in the 
world due to illness, grief 
or violence… May we find 
hope and joy in this season 
of  peace.

FROM YOUR PASTOR
Within the past few days three individuals have 
remarked on how quickly time passes - how in fact 
it seems to be speeding up.

Someone once tried to explain this to me as a 
feature of age: when you are 10 a year is a tenth of your life, so a 
pretty big chunk of time. When you are fifty that same year is 
now just 1/50 of your life, so proportionately a much shorter 
amount of time. No wonder it seems to go by more quickly!

I do know that as I age, time becomes more precious. Perhaps it 
is maturity that allows us to see how quickly the things and 
people we cherish can pass on. As we try to value those 
experiences and relationships more, as we try to fit more into our 
short days, time seems to take on a life of its own, always flitting 
away from us, needing to be chased.

Advent and Christmas bring time into a different sort of focus. 
We certainly remember those who were once part of our 

celebrations but are no longer. We may stop to consider 
how the world has changed in the last 12 months. We may 
wonder at how it seems like just yesterday we were 
celebrating Christmas 2021.

But in Christmas there is a gathering in of time as well. 
"The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee 
tonight," we sing of Bethlehem in a favorite carol. God 
coming to us in Jesus takes us back to the stable where he 
was born… and back all the way to the creation of the 
world He came to redeem.  It takes us forward into an 
unknown future held by God and crowned with the 
promise that in the end, creation is restored, and all  

   will be well. 

May your Christmas time be blessed 
this year - by fellowship and joy and 
worship and the assurance of God's 
great presence.

    Lori

T h e  E v a n g e l  December 2022 
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STAY CONNECTED DURING  ADVENT!

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Christmas Families 

Mission & 
Outreach is once 
again adopting 
families in need this  
Christmas. 

Just like last year we are 
asking everyone to sign-up 
online to purchase items 
on each family’s wishlist.

Gift items should be 
wrapped and labelled as 
they are listed online (by 
family #, gender & age) 
and the deadline is 11am 
on Sunday, December 18. 

If you would like to make a 
monetary contribution, 
please write M&O 
Christmas Families on the 
memo line of your check.

We are still waiting on 
specific details so please 
stay tuned to Pastor Lori’s 
eblasts for information on 
when the list is available.

We thank you in advance 
for your generous spirit.

Fellowship Hour (volunteer to host)
Altar Flowers (recognize or celebrate a loved one or occasion)

Worship Volunteers (great ways to get involved!)

DECEMBER 4 
EVERYONE is invited, either before or after worship (approximately 9am), 
to “DECK THE SANCTUARY.” There will be seasonal, live music & great 
fellowship! 
That same morning, the Nominating Committee will then co-sponsor a very 
special FELLOWSHIP HOUR following the 10am service in order to say 
Thank You to those who are stepping down from committees. There will be 
cake (of course) and perhaps some very tasty chowder… and small gifts of 
appreciation for those who have served. Please plan to join us!

DECEMBER 6 
COFFEE & CONVERSATION meets at 9:30 in the Betts conference room. 
Bring your favorite holiday beverage and join us for a little Christmas spirit!

DECEMBER 18 
Immediately following both services, Pastor Lori and John will welcome 
people for a PARSONAGE OPEN HOUSE. Refreshments and Christmas 
cheer for all!

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
FAMILY SERVICE at 4pm:

An informal time of worship with the Christmas story, carols and a 
special Candy Cane sermon. We will end by singing "Silent Night" 
by candlelight

LESSONS & CAROLS WITH COMMUNION at 8pm:
A combining of two of our favorite services in the past: the sharing 
of Christmas scripture and carols and the chance to celebrate holy 
communion. The choir will sing and we will end with "Silent Night" 
by candlelight

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S DAY 
On Sundays December 25 and January 1 there be ONE worship service at 
9am. It will be both in person and online. Join us on Christmas morning for a 
very informal service (Yes, you can come in your pajamas) We will sing carols 
and hear a contemporary Christmas story.
On New Year's Day, start the year right with worship: We will reflect on John 
Wesley’s Covenant prayer and celebrate communion.M&O is also collecting 

funds for the Newtown 

Animal Shelter. Please 

locate the receptacle in 

the Narthex and donate 

spare change, dollars bills or 

even checks to our furry 

friends as well!

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1sI5MrXQq93Z7txJGCDlPrLU2R7i80S1Z_5MZggY9iyQ/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1HBV0PORoNgSkWpzPWTd48BkQhuckVC80SoprZog-t1k/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lKedzferQoLvB2Qg-xQkRBH1drWCl6xseS7V6iW4Qvk/edit#gid=0
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Special Charge 
Conference 

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

A      NOTE FROM YOUR MINISTER OF MUSIC

When 
Thursday, December  1 

at 6:00pm 
Where 

NUMC Sanctuary

For the election of the 2023 
Wesley Learning Center 
Board, our DS Rev. Dr. Alpher 
Sylvester will return this 
Thursday, December 1 at 6 
pm.

The Committee on 
Nominations met Monday via 
zoom and confirmed 
unanimously with one 
member missing from the 
following slate: Janet McLeod, 
Chad Goodhue and Dan 
Wiedemann, all in the class of 
2025, with additional 
members to be added over the 
course of 2023 by Nominating 
Committee and Church 
Council action.

In light of the pastoral 
transition coming in June, 
Rev. Alpher will also take 
questions and have discussion 
around the transition and 
particularly the role of the 
Parish in our local church life 
and pastoral appointments.

This meeting is being called 
as a church conference so any 
person interested in the life of 
the church is welcome. All 
formal church members may 
vote in the election.

So much beautiful music during the Advent and 
Christmas seasons! We hope to sing lots of carols 
and listen to many others as we observe 
this time of waiting. 

Set to a traditional French carol, this text by Eleanor Farjeon 
in 1928 expresses the importance of our waiting:          
     

People, Look East
"Angels announce with shouts of mirth him who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way."

Join us for choir rehearsals on Thursday evenings, 7 - 8 pm in the
choir room. All are welcome to sing God's praises with us as we 
move through Advent.

Blessings,

Sue 

As "BLESSINGS AND BUDGETS" comes to a close, the work of 
ministry continues. Pledge cards have been distributed via email 
and church (hard copies in the narthex)

We invite you to give prayerful thought to how God has blessed 
you and return a proportionate gift to our ministry in 2023.

All cards and all questions should be directed toward our 
Financial Secretary Barb Sherman.

Please make every effort to return your pledge card by 
December 11. With our thanks and best wishes for a wonderful 
Christmas!

Your Stewardship team

STEWARDSHIP 2022
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We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

In PartnerShip with 
WLC 

SO MANY REASONS TO BE THANKFUL!

We had a total of 32 boxes 
collected and delivered for 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD! What a wonderful way 
to kick-off the season of giving!

On behalf of the Trustees & Boy Scouts, Thank You to 
everyone who participated in our NUMC FALL CLEANUP 
DAY! The whole property was raked and cleared of leaves 
(including the parsonage lawn!). A/Cs in WLC were stored 
away for the winter and the gutters were cleaned as well. 
Lines in the parking lot are also in the process of being 
repainted with hopes to be completed soon. 

Thank you to all who came out to help!

A huge “Thank You” from Mission and Outreach to all 
the donors who made our THANKSGIVING BASKET 
drive a huge success. We collected over $1300 and we 
were able to help 6 families. With money left over we 
made donations to Bridgeport Rescue Mission, 
Newtown social services, Interfaith AIDS Mission and 
New American Dream.  

Also a big shout out thank you to Barbara Bloom’s 
sister, Alice Parlengeli, for donating baskets of personal 
care items, cleaning supplies, and non-perishable food. 
These were so appreciated by the families.

Prior to the Sandy Hook Tree 
Lighting on December 3, 
Mission & Outreach invites 
the children of WLC to join 
us in Rauner Hall for some 
pre-ceremony festivities. 

From 3:30-4:30 kids are 
invited for crafts, 
refreshments, and musical 
entertainment provided by Al 
Decant, “The Singing 
Principal.”



5

Birthdays & 
Anniversaries 

NEWS FROM YOUR PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

Happy December !

I hope you all had a very Happy 
Thanksgiving! It's hard to believe that 
December is already here. At Wesley the 
teachers have many fun activities planned to help celebrate 
the season. We will also learn about giving to others by 
participating in the Caroline Previdi Toy Chest by donating 
toys to this important mission through the Knights of 
Columbus.  

We are also excited this month to be hosting an in person 
Scholastic Book Fair from Monday, December 5 through 
Friday, December 9. You are invited to visit us between the 
hours of 8:30 am - 2:00 pm to pick up a book or two for 
family members and friends. Books make great gifts!

Thinking ahead to January, we will be having an Open House 
on Saturday, January 7 from 9:00 - 11:00 am to begin 
registrations for the 2023-2024 school year. If you know of 
anyone looking for a quality preschool program, please send 
them our way.  

I wish you all a very peaceful Christmas season and a Happy 
and Healthy New Year!

Diane Fuchs 
Director, Wesley Learning Center, a NAEYC accredited 
program for children ages 2 to 6.
wesleyfuchs@gmail.com 
203.426.61

Newtown United Methodist Church 
92 Church Hill Rd, 

Sandy Hook, CT   06482 
203.426.9998 

churchoffice@newtown-umc.org 
numc.us

Church Staff
Rev. Lori R. Miller, Pastor 

Rev. E. Sue Klein, Deacon & Minister of Music 
Diane Fuchs, Director, Wesley Learning Center 

Rae Steare, Office Assistant 

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

12/1 Kaleb Birtwell
12/3 John Holden

Mark DeFrance
12/4 Matthew Hoyt
12/5 Ray Hoyt
12/6 Debbie Nemec
12/7 Rahnna Peck
12/10 Landyn Sigmund 🎉

sweet 16!
12/12 George Hanlon
12/14 Ally Paynter

Michael Presnell
Boyd Saxton

12/15 Matthew Linnell
12/15 Erika Corner
12/16 John & Karyn Holden 

Charles Plank
12/19 Gary Weller
12/20 Vikki Carlson
12/21 Andon Bambino
12/23 Lisa Marlin
12/25 Stephanie Burns
12/26 Carole Paige
12/28 Harrison Yochum

Henry Yochum
12/29 Yun Kee Chung
12/31 Rachel Taback

December Evangel 

Deadline

December  23

It’s never too early to 

make submissions!

mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
http://numc.us
mailto:wesleyfusch@gmail.com
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