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Prayer Concerns 

Please lift in prayer…

Sandy Brown’s son in law Henry 
Young, whose father died 
recently & for her daughter in 
law Kathy, struggling with a 
broken ankle.

Mike Hesick and family 
following the death of his 
mother-in-law Lisa

The family of  a close friend of 
the Weller’s, Jim Shukie, who 
passed away last week

The Dietter family on the loss of 
Ted

The Buyers family following the 
loss of Sandy

Marvin Paige’s brother Steve, 
living with ALS

Chris Wenis, Lisa Marlin’s sister 
Jana, Marty & Martha, Mike 
Hesik, Gracie Ballard, Tanner, 
Judy Beth, Rod, Melissa, 
Michele, Pam, Kathy & Doug, 
Tom, Mary and Byron

All those suffering from Covid as 
well as our frontline workers

The past eleven months have been filled with new things.  

Some of those new things have been challenging - most 
obviously living through a pandemic, which has brought loss 
and grief to many, and also the necessity of trying and doing 
our life differently.

Over the past year, much of our life has moved online: zoom 
worship and small groups, conference call meetings, FaceTime 
with family members.  Even big events like Annual 
Conference were held online.  With this "new thing" there 
has also been loss and gain - the loss of personal contact and 
intimacy, but also gain: we can reach more people (think about 
who's been joining us in worship) and develop creative new 
approaches.

You are currently looking at one of the creative new 
approaches this season has brought forth - an online 
Evangel.  All the thanks go to Rae Steare, who following Barb 
Carlson's retirement, has been volunteering in the office.  Rae 
brought her interest and know-how to bear on this, and we are 
grateful!

So, read through this.  See what's going on in the month of 
February and consider joining in.  But also think about things 
we can add now to The Evangel, or ways that we can extend its 
reach.

And perhaps in a quiet moment, reflect on how your life has 
changed in the past eleven months.  Offer to God your 
concerns and griefs for what has been lost, but also consider 
what you have gained, what you have learned, what you have 
come to appreciate better in this time of pandemic.

May God continue to keep you safe - and fruitful, as a disciple 
of Jesus.

Lori

mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
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Birthdays & 
Anniversaries  

2/1 Douglas Bonjour
Ernesto & Wendy 🥂
Leon-Gambetta

2/2 Michael Rambone
2/5 Michaela Beaudry

Jessica James
2/6 William Burns

Mel Kawakami
2/7 Jennifer Samson Billet

Jason & Susan Horn 🥂
2/9 Matthew Carlson
2/10Susan Chung

PJ Yochum
2/11 John DeFrance
2/12 Lindsay Hoyt

Henry Lynch
Julia Pellicone

2/13 Sandy Brown
2/14 Daniel Sibley

Danielle Springmeyer
2/16 Anna Pinckney
2/17 Connor Marlin
2/22 Nancy Chung

Joe Tani
2/23 Jesse Cox

Ryan Horn
2/26Emily Benkovich
2/27 Kristie Genc

A        FROM YOUR MINISTER OF MUSIC

A Special Invitation!
We will be worshiping on-line only for quite a 
while, and we always have ‘Special Music’ at 
both the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. services.  You are 
invited to share your musical gifts with us, all 
ages and voices and instruments are welcome!!  
Please consider offering your own ‘special’ for 
one of these!  We will be celebrating Black History Month in 
February with some wonderful music, especially the spirituals.  
Be sure to join us on Zoom! Contact me at any of the following:

Email:  revsueklein@newtown-umc.org or 
revsueklein812@gmail.com
Phone:  203-426-8386 or call the church office:  203-426-9998

A Special Thank You!
We are so grateful for these who have shared their musical gifts 
with our church family since we began virtual worship last 
March:

Arthur Samuelson, Pianist, playing at 8 am service every 
week.Lindsey Jones, Violinist, playing from Florida
Mary Wynings, Soprano, singing from Elmira, NY
Justin Birtwell, Karan Goodhue, Amber Harris & Rob Sibley, Choir 
members, singing from home and sometimes in person

Johann Sebastian Bach signed all of his works in this way: 

Soli Deo Gloria - To God Alone Be the Glory!  God’s great gift 
of music preaches the Gospel directly!  We look forward to the 
day when we can all sing together again!  We are blessed! 

Sue Klein

SCOUT SUNDAY 
February 14th 

We will be delighted to welcome at 10am worship via zoom and 
live stream members and leaders of Troop 370, NUMC's 
chartered Boy Scout troop.  Scout Master Jason Almeter will be 
present and will share some words about the troop.  We will hear 
a report about Eagle Scouts, and also hear from some of the 
troop members ways that scouting has remained active and vital 
during this strange year.  

Please plan to join us!

mailto:revsueklein@newtown-umc.org
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Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb 17.  From 6-9am, Pastor 
Lori will be in the sanctuary offering prayer and ashes in a 

way appropriate for social distancing.  
Individual ashes will be available for self-application or 

imposed by Pastor Lori in a no-direct touch way.  

People are welcome to come at any point in that block of 
time without reservation.  At 7pm there will be online 
worship, both on zoom and live streamed to Facebook. 

Trustees News 

The Trustees were 
recipients of  several 
donations which will be 
used to purchase 
remediation equipment for 
the parsonage well water, 
recently tested and found 
to contain radon and 
uranium.  

During this time that the 
church is closed, we have 
suspended most billable 
services and are conducting 
weekly walk-throughs to 
make sure all is in order.

Proposals have been 
received for reroofing our 
structures. Some funding is 
already in place, but a major 
portion of the cost is being 
sought.

We are reviewing our office 
computer needs and 
proceeding with some 
upgrades.

Elaine Landau 

Mission and Outreach is sponsoring a Valentine's greeting 
project on behalf of Soldiers' Angels in San Antonio, Texas.  We 

are asking each person/family to buy or create at least one 
Valentine's Day card (no religious or political themes, please) 
with a brief note of greeting and encouragement to a service 

member - please do not make it gender specific.  You can 
include hard candy if you'd like, but please no chocolate or 

anything that melts.  
Please deliver your cards by Feb. 1st to… 

PJ Yochum’s House 
41 The Boulevard, Newtown 

With thanks to PJ for organizing and to all who participate!

Our Christmas drive was a great success due to the outpouring 
of generosity from the congregation!  All families received all 

items on their wish list.  In addition, 3 families from social 
services received gift cards of $125 each.  Well done and sincere 

thanks to all who donated!
Lynette Daria 
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Lasagna Dinner 
Saturday, February 6th, 

4 to 7 pm 

Last Call…
Orders must be placed 
by Monday, February 1st 

Choice of…
• MEAT LASAGNA
• VEGGIE LASAGNA or 
• GLUTEN FREE 
    VEGGIE LASAGNA 

All meals come with…
Garden Salad, Fruit Salad, 
Garlic Bread & Dessert  

Pricing
ADULTS $14 
SENIORS 62+ $13 
Gluten Free add… $1

Pastor Lori’s 
Schedule in February

PARISH-WIDE LENTEN STUDY
"THE WAY" BY ADAM HAMILTON
The Western Frontier Parish is offering a joint Lenten study 
this year using a book by the ever-popular Adam Hamilton:  

The Way - Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus 
Expanded Paperback Edition, Abingdon Press, 2016

$14.99

In a six-week journey with Jesus, Hamilton combines 
history, archeology and faith stories to take us through 
Lent. 

This is a great way to explore your faith, and also get to 
know the pastoral staffs and some members of New 
Milford, Newtown and Gaylordsville churches.

We will meet Wednesdays at 7 p.m. by ZOOM 
starting February 24th.  The schedule is as follows:

Ash Wednesday February 17: read Preface and Prologue as 
preparation (no meeting)

February 24: Baptism and Temptation
March 3: The Healing Ministry
March 10: Proclaiming the Kingdom
March 17: Calming the Storm
March 24: Sinners, Outcast and the Poor
March 31: The Final Week

To register, please send an e-mail to:  sophia.gamber@yale.edu
A phone-in option is also possible, but there are video 
presentations with each section that won’t be available. You 
can purchase the book through Amazon, Cokesbury or any 
bookseller of your choice. 

We hope you join us for this faith-building study! 

From Tuesday Feb 2 - Thursday 
Feb 4, Pastor Lori will be on a 
zoom Board of Ordained 
Ministry evaluation event for 
those clergy candidates eligible 
for Elder's Orders.  During those 
3 days, she will be involved with 
this event exclusively from 9am 
to 8pm.  In case of emergency, 
please use her cell: 914-213-0308.

Call Today! 
Candance Rothe@ 203-217-9732 

Curbside Pickup!  

mailto:sophia.gamber@yale.edu
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Church Staff
Rev. Lori R. Miller, Pastor

Rev. E. Sue Klein, Deacon & Minister of Music
Diane Fuchs, Director, Wesley Learning Center

Things at Wesley Learning Center are going very 
well.  The kids are so happy to be in school and 
the parents have told me how happy they are to 

have somewhere safe for their children to learn and 
play.  As we all know, this year looks different than years 
past.  We are still not allowing visitors into the school, but 
the teachers are coming up with new and exciting things 
to keep the kids engaged; and we are using more of the 
grounds to take hikes and explore the outdoors.  February 
is sure to be a fun month with friendship parties and 
activities to reinforce kindness and 
caring of others.

We are now starting our registrations 
for the fall.  If you know anyone 
interested in a quality preschool 
program, please have them call me.  I 
would love to discuss our NAEYC 
accredited program with any parent 
looking for a place for their two, three or four-year old.

Diane Fuchs
Director, Wesley Learning Center,
a NAEYC accredited program for children ages 2 through 6.
wesleyfuchs@gmail.com 
203.426.6149

Stewardship 
Reminders 

1Offering envelopes for 
2021 are available in the 

Narthex. They may be 
picked up on Sundays 7:30 
a.m. - 11:00 a.m., Tuesdays 
10:00 a.m. - 12 noon, or 
Fridays 10:00 a.m. - 12 
noon.

2Thank you to those of 
you who have 

submitted a pledge for 
2021. It is not too late to do 
so! 
If you are having trouble 
filling out the pledge form, 
you may email me with 
your intentions at 
barks713@gmail.com.

Barb Sherman,
Financial Secretary

March Evangel 
Deadline 

February 19th

If you know of anyone who would like to be added to our distribution (or removed as we work through updating our contact information), please email churchoffice@newtown-umc.org 

mailto:wesleyfusch@gmail.com
mailto:barks713@gmail.com
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