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Prayer Concerns 

Please lift in prayer… 

Martha, Marty’s daughter, 
Lauren, & their families on 
the passing of Marty.

The family of former CT 
District Superintendent 
George Engelhardt.

Elaine Landau & her family 
on the passing of her sister.

Bev Dahlstrom as she  
undergoes treatment for 
kidney disease.

Vernice’s daughter Charlene 
as she recovers from foot 
surgery.

Ongoing prayer for Laura 
Hewitt and family; Kathy; 
Tom, Brendan; Marshall, Jerry, 
Richard, Judy Beth, and all 
those ill or impacted by the 
Covid surge.

Please keep in prayer the 
people of Afghanistan, both 
those waiting to be evacuated 
and those who will remain, 
including members of our 
armed forces; 

AND Please continue to pray 
for the people of Haiti and all 
those trying to help.

FROM YOUR PASTOR

A clergy colleague was talking last week about 
how this Fall season was shaping up, and he likened 
it to having a foot on the gas pedal and a foot on 
the brakes at the same time.*

This is typically the time of year when we gear up: Sunday 
school, small groups, choir, the Craft Fair. Indeed, some of 
these ministries are on the calendar. Others, like choir, may 
need to wait until the virus level drops again. Still others, like 
our small groups, never went on hiatus this summer - such is the 
impact of the season of pandemic.

And as long as we are battling this disease we will need to tap 
the brakes from time to time. Our first goal is always the safety 
and health of our community, especially those who are most 
vulnerable.

This strange, not-really-stopping, not-totally-going season gives 
us as people of faith a remarkable opportunity to trust in God's 
guidance. That trust - out of which everything flows - is 
essential. We exist as a church to do God's will. We exist in 
order to share the grace and the purpose of God with our 
community. I believe that as we pause along the way to consider 
what's happening, to pray, to reflect together, we will have the 
sense we need of whether to hit the gas or the brake - not only 
in terms of the virus but for our whole ministry.

May you and I grow our trust in this season, and may God's 
grace always enfold you.

Lori
*A shout-out to Pastor Jody Spiak of the Poughkeepsie United Methodist Church

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Sunday Worship In-person and online 
8am & 10am 
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Birthdays & 
Anniversaries  

9/1 Susan Miles  A milestone for sure! 
Keith Dahlstrom

9/2 Hunter Kilson   Happy 21st!
9/3 Gregory Tani
9/4 Terri Braziel
9/5 Wende Wenis
9/7 Jesse Meadows, Jr.

Ryan & Dominique Clancy 🥂
9/8 Elizabeth Hoyt
9/11 Bob & Rev. Jane Sibley 🥂
9/14 Brett Pearce

James Maurer
Parker Chung
Paul McManus

9/15 Claire Hoyack
9/16 David Lewis
9/20 Chris & Erica Keane 🥂

Colton Sposta
Don & Judy Singer 🥂
Rachele Cox

9/21 Brandon Thomas
Robin Rambone

9/22 Katherine McManus
9/23 Ron Nemec
9/24 William & Rahnna Peck 🥂
9/25 Wayne & Pam Powers 🥂
9/27 Christian & Wende Wenis 🥂

Congrats on 20 yrs!
9/29 Chad & Karan Goodhue 🥂

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
My name is Brandon Spies & I am a junior at Bethel High School.  
For the last 3 years I have worked with Mrs. Hammel & Pastor 
Lori to organize this opportunity for the church, and I am 
excited to once again bring you information about Operation 
Christmas Child with the Samaritan’s Purse. 
Samaritan’s Purse delivers shoeboxes to places all 
around the world to people in need. These boxes 
carry toys, hygienic materials, educational devices, 
art and school supplies.
If you are interested in donating items or want to 
pack your own shoebox, please visit the following link and watch 
the video on “How to Pack a Shoebox.”
https://video.samaritanspurse.org/discover-the-fun-of-packing-a-shoebox-4/ 

The following is helpful information when packing and/or 
donating items and remember, all items must fit within the 
size of a shoebox. 

WHEN PACKING YOUR OWN SHOEBOX:  
● clearly label box with gender and age group
● include a note to the child and a picture

The Samaritan’s Purse website has preprinted labels that you can 
tape to the outside of the shoebox. The shipping cost is $9.00 per 
box. Once activated on the website, you can then follow your 
shoebox to its destination. https://www.samaritanspurse.org/
operation-christmas-child/label-options/

Items To Donate Items Unable To Be Used

Wow items (stuffed animal, ball, cards, 
etc.)

Toothpaste

School Supplies Liquids

Toilitires (hairbrush/comb, toothbrush, 
bar soap, washcloth, hair ties)

Batteries - make sure items do not 
have/require batteries

Art Supplies Food/Candy

Bandanas Items related to war (including 
camouflage)

Clothing

DONATED ITEMS & COMPLETED BOXES CAN BE DROPPED OFF IN THE COLLECTION BOX TO BE 
PLACED IN THE NARTHEX BEGINNING THE 1ST OF OCTOBER. COLLECTION ENDS OCTOBER 
31ST SO THAT THERE IS ENOUGH TIME TO ORGANIZE & PREPARE  THE BOXES. 
MONETARY DONATIONS CAN BE GIVEN AT ANYTIME, BUT SHOULD ARRIVE AT THE CHURCH BY  THE 
END OF OCTOBER AS WELL. PLEASE REMEMBER TO WRITE OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD IN THE 
MEMO PORTION OF YOUR CHECK.
If you are unable to donate, please consider writing a letter. Letters are needed to include in each box. 
Please reach out with any questions to Brendon Spies at engnole@yahoo.com.

https://video.samaritanspurse.org/discover-the-fun-of-packing-a-shoebox-4/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/label-options/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/label-options/
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/label-options/
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A     FROM YOUR MINISTER OF MUSIC

ALL SINGERS WELCOME!  
No auditions needed!

We hope to begin choir rehearsals sometime 
soon this fall and invite one and all to 
consider joining us. You will be glad you did!

Watch for further announcements when masks are no 
longer required. Practices are on Thursdays, 7:30 - 9:00pm.

Sue Klein

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Church School                 

Hello Church School Families!

I hope you are enjoying the 
last days of summer!

We will be starting our 
regular Church School 
classes again on Sept 12th, 
the first Sunday after Labor 
Day. Classes will be 
grouped into the same ages 
as last year; Pre-K-4th, 
5th-7th, and 8th grade and 
up in the Youth Group. If 
you have a 3rd grader this 
year, please contact me so 
that we can arrange when 
to give out the bibles. 

If you need a registration 
form to make an update, 
feel free to speak with me 
at church, or you may pick 
one up in the Narthex. 

Enjoy the last of the 
summer, and see you 
September 12th!

Judy Hammel &
Everyone at Church School

TUESDAY SMALL GROUP 
The small group that meets Tuesday evenings at 7pm (via zoom 
right now) resumed in August with a series of presentations on 
different Christian traditions and denominations. That series 
continues into the fall with the following schedule:

For those who want to dig deeper into this topic: consider 
buying a copy of Adam Hamilton’s Christianity's Family Tree: 
What Other Christians Believe and Why.

Date Faith Study Guest

9/7 Presbyterianism Rev. Carol Howard Merritt, Senior Pastor 
of the Bedford Hill Presbyterian Church, 
Bedford, NY

9/14 Anglicanism Rev. Andrea Wyatt, Rector at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, Newtown

9/21 Baptist Rev. Dr. John Halbrook, ordained Baptist 
minister & husband of Pastor Lori

9/28 Pentecostalism TBD

10/4 Methodism Mr. Jerry Eyster, member of Westport 
UMC & lay historian of the Methodist 
church
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New Confirmation 
Class 

Pa s t o r  Lo r i  p r o j e c t s 
another  Confirmation 
session  will  sta rt  in 
October  for  youth  in 
grades 8 and up. 
This year-long program 
teaches youth more about 
relating to God and to one 
another in the Christian 
community. We also 
explore basics of the faith: 
Jesus, the Bible, the Holy 
Spirit and what means to 
be a disciple. If you have a 
youth in your family who 
is interested, please speak 
to Pastor Lori or email her 
at lori.miller@nyac-
umc.com

Thursday Night 
Fellowship 

JOIN US! 
Every Thursday at  

7:30pm 
A wonderful 

opportunity to be 
together on zoom to 

stay in touch with one 
another. Justin Birtwell 
is our host. If you’d like 
to receive the link each 
week, just reach out to 

Sue at 
revsueklein812@gmail.com. 

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

MISSION & OUTREACH…
Please join us… 

The Great Pootatuck Duck Race &  
NUMC Tag Sale in the WLC Parking Lot 

Saturday, September 4th 
9am to 3pm 

While things are still “different” this year, come see what 
our sellers have to offer and enjoy what is hopefully a 
beautiful day!
If you’d like to man your own “tag sale table,” spots are still available. 
Please contact the church office at churchoffice@newtown-umc.org 
for additional information. The deadline is 8/31 and first come, first 
served!

AND
A Big “THANK YOU!” to everyone who supported our latest 
project! As a church we have been able to supply the following 
UMCOR kits:

19 Hygiene kits ($12 each)
 6 School kits ($11 each)
 1 Cleaning kit ($75 each)

   An additional $202 will be used as needed.
A donation of any size is welcome & it’s not too late to give!

Thank you from the Mission & Outreach Team

2021 NUMC CRAFT FAIR UPDATE
Hi, everyone! The 2021 NUMC Craft Fair is ON and 
scheduled for Saturday, October 16th from 10am - 4pm at Reed 
Intermediate School. We have an incredible array of craft 
vendors ready to exhibit! We also plan to have a baked-goods 
table to sell individually-wrapped treats, along with a table for 
selling quilted crafts from our amazing NUMC quilting group.

Everyone’s help is needed! If you're a baker, feel free to start 
baking & wrapping items for individual sale, and if you're a 
member of the quilting group, get your handiwork ready for 
display & purchase! If neither of these are your area of 
expertise, don’t worry… we have a place for everyone!

Please contact Barb Sibley to find out how YOU can help 
make this year's fair a success! Just text or call 203-300-1171, 
or send an email to barbsib@gmail.com. 

Thanks everyone! Barb

mailto:churchoffice@newtown-numc.org
mailto:barbsib@gmail.com
mailto:Revsueklein812@gmail.com
mailto:lori.miller@nyac-umc.com
mailto:lori.miller@nyac-umc.com
mailto:lori.miller@nyac-umc.com
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HELP WANTED  

Bulletin Board Posts 

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

2021 Haiti Earthquake 
Update on Conditions and Response 

On Saturday, August 22, a major 7.2 earthquake occurred in the South 
(Sud) Department of Haiti. While the impact was felt in Port-au-
Prince, the areas of Les Cayes, in the south, and Jérémie, in the west, 
were most severely affected. Les Cayes and Jérémie were the areas 
also affected by, and still recovering from, Hurricane Matthew in 
2016.

As of today, 2,000 are reported dead and approximately 12,000 
injured, according to the latest reports from NPR. More than 50,000 
homes have been destroyed or rendered unlivable; and many people, 
out of necessity and fear of aftershocks are sleeping outdoors. Many 
smaller communities throughout the region are destroyed or 
damaged.

Local hospitals are at capacity and some patients are being airlifted to 
Port-au-Prince. Search and rescue teams from neighboring countries, 
as well as the US, have been deployed, and local relief organizations 
are providing immediate assistance and care.

Haiti's mountainous southern peninsula is comprised of small 
communities, typically only accessible by dirt roads or footpaths; and 
this month's earthquake caused mudslides that now block access, 
making deliveries of aid impossible by land. As a result, it is still too 
early and virtually impossible to send much by way of physical aid. 

Amateur Photographer 
&/or

Tech-Savvy Person
to help enhance our 
online presence! If 

you have a bit of 
experience we’d love 

to pick your brain 
and perhaps grab a 
tutorial along the 

way. For more 
information please 

contact Rae Steare at 
churchoffice@newtown-

umc.org.

We are still in need of 
TELLERS. 

If you can balance 
your checkbook, and 
have a little time on 

Sundays to volunteer, 
we need your help. 

Please contact Fred 
Stakel at 

fcstakel@earthlink.net 
for more 

information.

Continued financial  support will  be essential  for a very 
long time. Donations are welcome and should be offered 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
International  Disaster  Response  and  Recovery  on  their 
website.  To  make  a  donation  please  click  here  to  give 
using the Advance 982450. 

A Bit of Good News from Haiti
Missionary Flights International has announced bridge flights from 
Port-au-Prince to Les Cayes. Dr. Moncriket Jose, an experienced 
emergency room doctor has agreed to come to the Gebeau Clinic 
for at least 3 months and a resupply of medications has been 
pledged. 
Let us hold our brother & sisters of Haiti in our hearts. God, please give us 
open and willing spirits to attend to their needs. Every gift can make a 
difference.

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
Psalm 46:11

https://ny-email.brtapp.com/!AH0h9qWwDIKpe5wvr5Q4QMzGlm-efc-sP-ROTr31gp6O6+j-p73S4uKtsHcbv0LYw
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
mailto:fcstakel@earthlink.net
mailto:fcstakel@earthlink.net
mailto:fcstakel@earthlink.net
mailto:fcstakel@earthlink.net
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Bulletin Board Posts FROM YOUR PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

Hello All! 

I am excited to be back working hard at 
Wesley ge:ng ready for the new school 
year. We will be opening on September 8 
with approximately 75 students! I am very 
much looking forward to hearing liDle feet 
and laughter in our hallways.   

As of now, we will conFnue to follow all CDC and State of 
ConnecFcut guidelines regarding COVID-19, and our teachers 
are prepared and ready to welcome students back into their 
classrooms! 

Diane Fuchs
Director, Wesley Learning Center,
a NAEYC accredited program for children ages 2 through 6.
wesleyfuchs@gmail.com 
203.426.6149

October Evangel 
Deadline 9/22

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Newtown United Methodist Church 
92 Church Hill Rd, Sandy Hook, CT 06482 
phone: (203) 426-9998 
fax: (203)  
email: churchoffice@newtown-umc.org 
website: http://numc.us

Church Staff
Rev. Lori R. Miller, Pastor 

Rev. E. Sue Klein, Deacon & Minister of Music 
Diane Fuchs, Director, Wesley Learning Center 

Rae Steare, Office Assistant 

Plans are still be 
finalized for 

NUMC’s next 
Curbside Dinner. 
(Pot Roast, yum!) 

Be on the lookout 
for information to 

arrive in Pastor 
Lori’s eblasts!

COMING SOON! 

Stewardship 2022  

mailto:wesleyfusch@gmail.com
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
http://numc.us
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