Sunday Worship online at 8am & 10am
In-person Worship 10am only

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

The Evangel
Prayer Concerns
Please lift in prayer…
The Pearlman's sister/sister-inlaw Sandy, hospitalized with
Covid; the families of Harold and
Scott, who passed away…
Ongoing prayers for: Judy Beth;
Sandy; Gene Verrell; and Kathi’s
Uncle Joe…
Peggy Ann has requested
renewed prayers for Tanner, now
in hospice care; PJ’s friends Mark
and Shawna, who had good news
about cancer; for Bob and
Donna; Dan and Anna; Juliette;
Marty; and Kathy…
For the people of Forest
City ,PA, following a very bad
fire; all those suﬀering from
Covid and other illness; for those
grieving, especially those who
lost loved ones to gun violence in
Indianapolis and everywhere; and
for all those working for justice
and for peacemakers everywhere.
Please place a reminder
on your calendars for
Thursday, May 6.

May 2021

FROM YOUR PASTOR
As more of us are vaccinated and the public health numbers
move in the right direction, the possibility of "getting back to
normal" sparks our hope. Given that it will most certainly be a
"new normal," I hope it also sparks our imagination.
What have the lessons of the past year+ taught us about
doing ministry? In light of what we had to change or let go of or develop…
what do we want to change or let go of or develop moving forward?
Taking leadership of those questions, the Church Council began using a book by
Thom Rainer entitled The Post Quarantine Church: Six Urgent Challenges and
Opportunities. Rainer spends a chapter on each opportunity, offering data, some of
his experience in church planting and leadership development, and at the end of
each chapter, 3 questions for thought and discussion.
Because our Council is not the only team in the church that can drive the answers,
I will share each of the challenges with all of you over the next several months highlights from that chapter with the same 3 questions the Council will wrestle
with.
Opportunity #1 "Gather Differently and Better"
The "gathering" is both a "where" and a “when”. We learned during the pandemic
that we don't need a building to worship or do ministry. However - as Rainer points
out, many churches, including our own, possess millions of dollars worth of
buildings and property - can we learn to use them more creatively for ministry? And
during the pandemic we learned that people don't worship only on Sunday
mornings - how many of you watched a posted service later in the day, or the week
or month?
Questions:
1. Think of one innovative way your church could use
its facilities, perhaps something that has never been
done.
2. Think of alternative days and times when your
church could gather for worship services. Think
creatively to reach people you are not currently
reaching.
3. Think of ways your church could possibly partner
with the local government or school to use your
facility.

Please feel free to share your answers with me or any member of Council. And if
you want to read the book yourself, the detailed info is below. Certainly, please
keep this work and our church in prayer.
I pray that you and I will not waste the lessons of the past year, but will allow them
to shape our future as a congregation.
In Christ,

Lori
The Post-Quarantine Church: Six Urgent Challenges and Opportunities that will Determine the Future
of Your Congregation, Thom S. Rainer. A Church Answers Resource, Tyndale Publishing, 2020
(Available at Amazon & Cokesbury)
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A Letter from the Board of Trustees
Dear Friends,

Birthdays &
Anniversaries
5/1
5/2

5/4
5/5
5/6

5/7

5/8
5/9
5/10
5/11
5/13
5/14
5/15
5/18
5/19

5/20
5/21
5/22
5/23
5/25
5/26
5/27
5/28
5/29
5/30
5/31

Casey McManus
Craig & Pamela Carlson 🥂
Karen Hoyack
Sam Pellicone
Olivia Steare
Jodi Sherman
Ken & Barb Carlson (Wow! 60 yrs) 🥂
Beau Clancy
Tiernan Keane
Brandi Braziel
Judy Singer
Caitlin Tefft
Karyn Holden
Rachel Williams
Virginia Lynch
Doug Steare
Coke Cramer
Benjamin Hoyack
Alice Saxton
Emerson Helms
Carl & Betsy Kraushaar 🥂
Kathy Chacon
Pam Powers
Tom & Jan DePalo (Congrats! 30 yrs) 🥂
Doug & Melanie Bonjour 🥂
Andrea Hoyt
Madeline Marlin
Ben Miles
Rich Blewett
Kevin McManus
Ronalee Tefft
Ed & Bev Dahlstrom 🥂
Dave & Kim Baxter 🥂
Mike Hoyack
Maria Van Giesen
Bev Dahlstrom (It’s a big one!!)
Jakob Wenis
Zachary Helms
Kenny Ballard
Kylie Groody
Brad & Ronalee Tefft 🥂
Gracie Ballard
Tom DePalo (Milestone!)
Mary Ellen Schneider
Jeﬀ Stakel
Carolyn Wolf

Your Trustees have approved the long needed project
of replacing church building roofs. The proposal
submitted by Mark Edwards Roofing was accepted
with a cost of $41,250.00. Thanks to the generosity of
Wesley Learning Center contributing $20,000.00 and
our Memorials Committee giving $10,000.00, a sizable
portion of the total cost has been pledged and we are
exceedingly grateful. Now we need to raise the
remaining balance of $11,250.00. Please consider
making a contribution to our campaign. Any overage
received will go toward other needed updates such as
the new appliances just installed in the parsonage
kitchen.
Please give prayerful consideration to whatever
amount, large or small, you can give to help us raise
these necessary funds. (Please specify roof project on
the memo line of your check).

The Trustees thank you.
If there are any questions, please contact me, Elaine
Landau at 203-364-1152
Elaine Landau,
Chair, NUMC Board of Trustees
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District Conference

A FROM YOUR MINISTER OF MUSIC

Mark Your Calendars!
Saturday, May 1 at 1pm.

We have moved through more than a year of being
“closed down”, worshiping online most of that time;
and will continue to oﬀer virtual worship in addition
to being in person. As we look to our musical future,
we hope to have the tone chimes play, duets or trios of
singers who can be distanced, and eventually reach the time when
the choir will sing and all of us will be singing together again!

All are welcome to
participate as we do the
work of the district and
hear important words from
the Conference. Here is the
link for registration: https://
ny-reg.brtapp.com/
2021ConnecticutDistrictCo
Fellowship Hour
JOIN US!
Every Thursday at
7:30pm
A wonderful opportunity
to be together on zoom to
stay in touch with one
another. Justin Birtwell is
our host. Look for the link
on Pastor Lori’s “Checking
In” eblasts.

Pastor Lori’s Schedule
in May

A wonderful text by Thomas Troeger from The Faith We Sing, based
on Acts 17:26
God made from one blood all the families of Earth, the circles of nurture that
raised us from birth. Companions who join us to walk through each stage, of
childhood and youth, adulthood and age.
We turn to you, God, with our thanks and our tears. For all of the families
we've known through the years. The intimate networks on whom we depend, of
parents and partner and roommate and friend.
We learn through our families how closeness and trust, increase when our
actions are loving and just. Yet families have also distorted their roles,
mistreating their members and bruising their souls.
Give, Lord, to each family in conflict and storm, a sense of Your wisdom and
grace that transform. Sharp anger to insight which strengthens the heart and
makes clear the place where rebuilding can start.
Then widen that wisdom and grace to include, the races and viewpoints our
families exclude. ’Til peace in each home bears and nurtures the bud, of peace
shared by all you have made from one blood.

This text is set to a Welsh folk melody, and we look forward to
singing it one day soon!
Sue Klein

I will be out of the oﬃce
and enjoying some time at a
mini family reunion in
Florida, beginning Monday
afternoon, May 17 - Friday,
May 21. Details
on coverage
while I’m away
will be available
soon.
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Bulletin Board Posts

Mission & Outreach
Dear Friends,

Altar Flowers

ecial to
Have someone sp
l occasion
honor or a specia
act the
to celebrate, cont
church oﬃce at
ownchurchoﬃce@newt
.9998 to
umc.org or 203.426
make
select a date and
arrangements.

Each year, the United Methodist City Society’s Camp
Olmstead (in Cornwall, NY) runs an overnight camp for
children from New York City. After having to cancel all
programs last summer due to the pandemic, they are ready
to open this summer, but with many safety precautions in
place and at 50% capacity. Because of these restrictions and
the need to oﬀer more scholarships than ever, the City
Society is soliciting donations to the 2021 camping
program.
The fee for one 3-week session is $660 per camper.
NUMC’s Mission and Outreach Committee has
pledged $660 to cover one “campership”… we seek
your help as a congregation in matching this amount so
we can support 2 campers this summer.
Many of us remember summer camp very fondly! For so
many city kids, Camp Olmstead is their one experience of
fresh air and open space to run around, plus the
opportunities to swim, learn new skills and meet new
friends.

Evangel Deadline
May 21st

For those wishing to
contribute to this project,
please make your check
out to NUMC and clearly
memo, "Camp Olmstead
scholarship”. Please make
certain your contribution
is received by May 2.
If you would like more
information about City
Society or Camp Olmstead,
please go to this link: https://umcitysociety.org/
With great thanks,

Don’t forget to stop by the
church and pick up a couple
of our new “business” cards.

The Mission and Outreach Committee
Lynette Daria
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Bulletin Board Posts
cont’d

As the church slowly
begins to reopen, we are
beginning to see more
requests for building use.
Special Covid Protocols
are now in place and must
be followed. If you are in
need of scheduling space,
please contact the church
oﬃce at
churchoﬃce@newtownumc.org or 203.426.9998.

FROM YOUR PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR
Spring has finally arrived! The
children at Wesley have enjoyed
many outdoor activities including
lots of playground time, school
photos, nature walks around the
property and a visit from Critter Caravan. Some of our brave
two year olds even put a snake around their necks!
Our school year is coming to an end and we are looking
forward to our year-end parties and celebrations. We will be
having our moving up ceremonies the first week of June.
Our registrations for next year are ongoing and classes are
filling up fast. Give us a call if you are looking for a quality
preschool program or refer your friends and family.
Diane Fuchs
Director, Wesley Learning Center,
a NAEYC accredited program for children ages 2 through 6.
wesleyfuchs@gmail.com
203.426.6149

Church Staff
Rev. Lori R. Miller, Pastor
Rev. E. Sue Klein, Deacon & Minister of Music
Diane Fuchs, Director, Wesley Learning Center

A friendly reminder
to check those
church mailboxes!
The Church is
accessible on
Tuesdays & Fridays
from 10am to 12pm
and Sundays from
7:30am to 11am.

Newtown United Methodist Church
92 Church Hill Rd, Sandy Hook, CT 06482
phone: (203) 426-9998
fax: (203)
email: churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
website: http://numc.us
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