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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PASTOR

We may still be polishing off the turkey and 
pie, but in our church year we begin the 
journey towards Christmas. What you will 
experience this year: 

On November 28 a dedication of our Advent wreath and the 
lighting of the first Advent candle, to be repeated each week 
until Advent IV… blue paraments and vestments. Purple 
used to be "the" color of Advent signifying royalty, but 
many churches have moved to blue, as a more joyful 
color.

Skits! To focus us in a different way on what the 
scriptures of this season mean.

Carols! After November 28 we will sing carols each week. 
Liturgically, this has been frowned upon as diluting the 
power of Advent as its own season of preparation and 
historically, your pastor and staff have aligned with that…
but it has been a long year, and we hope singing and 
hearing some of the most famous religious songs ever 
written will lift all our spirits. 

And finally, you will experience a church growing more 
beautiful with decorations every week!

My hope for each of us is that 
we CAN use the weeks of 
Advent, short as they may be, to 
prepare ourselves for Christ's 
entry into our lives - not just 
through the celebration of 
Christmas Day, but through a 
closer walk with him, a deeper love for him and a stronger 
commitment to serving his kingdom - every day.

Blessings,

Lori

Prayer Concerns 

Prayers for… 

Steffan Burns and his 
family on the death of his 
Dad, Clarence; the 
Meadows family; & the 
family of Fred Renker…

Tom DePalo; Gray; 
Christine, Gail & Peggy 
Ann; Erline; Kathy; Peter 
and his family; and prayers 
of continued healing for 
Kathryn Wolf ’s father, John 
Grugle…

Kate & Chris, who lost 
their home and their pets 
to a fire; Val and family 
following the loss of her 
mom; Kathy; Jen; Jaret’s 
dad Bill, recovering from 
spinal surgery; and Judy 
Beth & Randy….

And all of those for whom 
the holiday season is not a 
time of festivity, and for all 
the places in the world 
needing God's wholeness 
and peace.

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Sunday Worship In-person and online 
8am & 10am Newtown United Methodist Church
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Birthdays & 
Anniversaries! 

JOIN US for caroling at the Sandy Hook tree 
lighting: 

Saturday, Dec. 4th at 5:15 pm.  
Our church has been invited to lead the carol 
singing as the Sandy Hook Christmas tree is 
being lit! Meet in the church parking lot and 
we’ll walk down together, or come earlier and enjoy the 
festivities & fellowship of our neighborhood! 
A Christmas Musical will be presented by the choir 
during worship at both services on December 19th. 
Anyone interested in participating is invited to join us for 
rehearsals: Thursdays, 7pm - 8:30 pm! 
A personal note:  
I was overwhelmed and overjoyed at the amazing celebration of my 
special birthday Nov.14th. We who are the Body of Christ in this 
place are the most loving people anywhere. From the bottom of my 
heart I thank you so much for your outpouring of love on that day! 

We are all blessed by God's grace and 
beautiful music! 

Sue

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

A         NOTE FROM YOUR MINISTER OF MUSIC

Mission & Outreach…
has “ adopted” 6 families to receive Christmas gifts this 
holiday season. 

As soon as it is available, a list will be posted containing 
each family and the wish list for each individual member. 
The list will be posted online, and you will have the 
opportunity to sign-up for the gift/gifts that you would 
like to provide ( the same process as last year). Cash 
donations are appreciated as well. 

Just a heads-up… the deadline for these gifts is 
December 12. I know it may seem early, but we are 
pressed for time this holiday season. Let’s work together 
to make sure everyone has a present underneath the tree 
this  Christmas season! 

  Blessings, 

Lynette

12/1 Kaleb Birtwell (13! 🥳 )
Tessa Leon-Gambetta

12/3 John Holden
Mark DeFrance

12/4 Matthew Hoyt
12/5 Ray Hoyt
12/6 Debbie Nemec
12/7 Rahnna Peck
12/10 Landyn Sigmund
12/12 George Hanlon
12/14 Michael Presnell

Boyd Saxton
12/15 Matthew Linnell
12/15 Erika Corner
12/16 John & Karyn Holden 🥂

Charles Plank
12/19 Gary Weller
12/20 Vikki Carlson
12/21 Andon Bambino

(Congrats! 🎉 )
12/23 Lisa Marlin
12/25 Stephanie Burns
12/26 Carole Paige
12/28 Harrison Yochum

Henry Yochum
12/29 Yun Kee Chung
12/31 Rachel Taback
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We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

December Fun!       GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY

Calling All Actors! 
Church school will record 

our annual Christmas 
Pageant on Sunday the 

19th, and the video 
premier will be at the 

Family Service at 4pm on 
Christmas Eve. 

Join us from 2-3 on the 
19th to receive your part 

and get into the 
Christmas spirit! 

Scripts, cookies, and 
cocoa for all! 

All ages welcome!
Judy

TWO ADVENT SMALL GROUPS 

“The Heart that Grew Three Sizes” by Matt 
Rawle 

This in person study focuses on the classic 
Christmas cartoon, Dr Seuss' "How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas”. It's not explicitly Christian, but 
it deals with some very Christian ideas: hope, 
kindness, community & joy. The study is appropriate 
for older children & Youth, and meets 4 Mondays at 
7pm in the Betts room, beginning November 29. 

cokesbury.com 

This updated version of Adam Hamilton’s classic uses 
the familiar stories and characters of the 
Nativity to bring new meaning to our own 
celebration of Christmas We’ll meet 4 Tuesdays 
at 7pm via Zoom, beginning November 30. 

cokesbury.com 

Both books can also be found on Amazon

Coffee Hour 
Join us as we say thank you 
to our “retiring” officers 
and committee members, 
Sunday, December 12 
following our 10am 
worship.

The Nominating 
Committee will recognize 
all those who are moving 
out of roles. Cupcakes & 
coffee for all, and a token 
of our 
appreciation for 
each “retiree”.  

Please plan to join us to say 
thanks to folks who have 
faithfully served.

Altar Guild News 
Advent is upon us & the

Altar Guild is getting ready for Christmas! 
 
The 2nd week of Advent we invite the congregation to help 
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas.

On Sunday, December 5th, before & after the 10am 
service, we invite you to help decorate our Chrismon tree and 
following the 10am service, the rest of the sanctuary. 

It’s an opportunity for festive fellowship along with seasonal 
live music (thanks to Arthur) & refreshments!

Looking forward to seeing you all there!

http://cokesbury.com
https://www.cokesbury.com/The-Journey
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CHRISTMAS EVE, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 

Our services this year will be in person and also 
online. We look forward to greeting you as we 

celebrate Christ's birth! 

4PM ENJOY A FAMILY - FRIENDLY SERVICE APPROPRIATE 
FOR EVEN YOUNG CHILDREN. THE CHRISTMAS 
STORY WILL BE TOLD THROUGH A VIDEO-TAPED 
PAGEANT, UNDER THE DIRECTION OF SUNDAY 
SCHOOL DIRECTOR JUDY HAMMEL. THERE WILL BE 
LOTS OF FAMILIAR CAROLS AND A CANDY CANE 
SERMON (WITH COVID MODIFICATIONS FOR 
SAFETY)

7PM A TRADITIONAL SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
ALONG WITH MUSIC PERFORMED BY OUR TALENTED 
CHOIR. 

9PM A CANDLELIGHT COMMUNION 
SERVICE WITH SPECIAL MUSIC, 
THE CHRISTMAS STORY AND A 
MESSAGE FROM OUR THE 
PASTOR.  

Stewardship Moment

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

STEWARDSHIP 2022

"Where DoesGod Fit In?” 

With thanks for those 
who have already 

returned their 
commitments for next 

year: please give 
prayerful thought to 
where God fits into 
your schedule, your 
wallet, your heart.  

Please return the Pledge 
cards and Time and 
Talent Surveys by 

Sunday, December 5.  

Thank you!

The church office will be closed December 20 through 
December 30th. Please let me know asap if there is something 

that needs to be accomplished prior to the new year! 
Rae
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We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Qty: ___
_

Size: ____ Color: Red  or White $_____
_

Qty: ___
_

Size: ____ Color: Red  or White $_____
_

Qty: ___
_

Size: ____ Color: Red  or White $_____
_

Last call to order poinsettias to help 
decorate our altar for Christmas. 
The following plants are available:

Total Amount Enclosed: $________
Orders must be placed by Wednesday, December 1st

Please return to (or email) the church office & make checks payable to 
NUMC and note “Poinsettias” in the memo portion of your check.

I would like the bulletin insert to read: 

__________________________________

__________________________________

__________________________________

Name:  ______________________________


Phone:  ________________________


Email: _________________________            


’TIS THE SEASON!

4” pot   -    $8.00
6.5” pot  -   $15.00.          
8” pot   -   $35.00

Available in Red or White

Thank Yous! 

Trustee News 

We are most grateful to all 
the Boy Scouts and 
everyone who participated 
in this month’s church 
yard clean-up! We so 
appreciate your efforts!

In other news the church's 
refrigerator was replaced 
recently after many years 
of faithful service, as was 
the old wooden door near 
the furnace room. Coming 
soon is a new water 
fountain. 
 

mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
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Thank Yous (cont’d)! NEWS FROM YOUR PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR

Happy December! 
 

It’s hard to believe that 
November has ended, and we 
are heading into one of the 
most exciting months of the 

year!  

In November we were fortunate enough to be able to Adopt 
A Family for Thanksgiving and provide them with boxes of 
food along with a substantial gift card to help them through 
the holiday season.

This December we will be collecting toys for Caroline’s 
Closet, a program that helps Newtown families in need give 
gifts to their children for the holidays.  It's a great time to 
teach our students the joy of giving and helping those in 
need.
 
I wish you all a very Merry Christmas 
and a season full of love and family!

Diane Fuchs
Director, Wesley Learning Center,
a NAEYC accredited program for children ages 2 through 6.
wesleyfuchs@gmail.com 
203.426.61

We are called to be a welcoming community of loving servants of Jesus Christ.

Church Staff
Rev. Lori R. Miller, Pastor 

Rev. E. Sue Klein, Deacon & Minister of Music 
Diane Fuchs, Director, Wesley Learning Center 

Rae Steare, Office Assistant 

Newtown United Methodist Church 
92 Church Hill Rd, Sandy Hook, CT 06482 
phone: (203) 426-9998 
fax: (203) 426-0865 
email: churchoffice@newtown-umc.org 

Evangel 
Deadline 

December 17 

A huge thank you from 
Mission & Outreach to 
all of you that donated to 
our Thanksgiving food 
drive. The total donated was 
$2253, well done!!! Your 
generosity provided 6 
families with just what they 
needed for Thanksgiving.  

In addition we were able to 
make donations to 
Interfaith Aide, Newtown 
Social Services, Faith food 
Pantry, New American 
Dream Foundation, and 
Bridgeport Rescue Mission.

Blessings to all of you and 
thank you for your giving 
spirit.

Lynette

mailto:wesleyfusch@gmail.com
mailto:churchoffice@newtown-umc.org
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